
GIS Mapping Activity for for GAW 2013 

“Geography and the New Age of Exploration” 

GIS is a tool for visualizing and analyzing data spatially. National Geographic has compiled an extensive list of 

modern explorers called Explorers from A – Z. It would be interesting to see what part of the world these 

explorers are working in. In this activity, students will use ArcGIS Online to map explorers from the National 

Geographic list. Follow these instructions to complete the activity*. 

* These directions and images are based on a PC using the Chrome web browser. Depending on the computer or web 

browser you are using, your screen may look a little different, but you should be able to follow these directions easily 

nonetheless. For example, in Step 7, the directions tell you to use the CTRL and C keys to copy a selection – if you are using a 

Mac, that would be the CMD and C keys. 

Step 1 

Open the map called Modern Explorers. You’ll find it at http://bit.ly/19KRZ7y  

Step 2 

Look closely and you’ll see that there is one explorer on the map already. The explorer’s location is indicated 

by a small globe. Click on that globe to learn about this explorer. 

(NOTE: Depending on when you do this activity, there may be more than one Explorer on the map when 

you open it because other students may have been adding more – as you will do today.) 

 
When you click on the globe, a pop-up window appears with the following information 

 the explorer’s name (Jenny Daltry) 

 the explorer’s specialty (Herpetologist) 

 a brief description of the work this explorer does (Conserving unpopular animals such as the Siamese 

Crocodile) 

 a link to more information about this explorer’s work on the National Geographic web site (click on more 

info to go to Jenny Daltry’s National Geographic web page) 

 

Return to the map by closing the Jenny Daltry page at the top of your browser. 

Tip: to close a browser page, just click the small x on its tab at the top of your screen 

http://bit.ly/19KRZ7y


 
 

Now you are back on the map page. Close the pop-up window by clicking the X in its upper right corner.  

Your next job is to put another explorer on the map. 

Step 3 

Open a new browser tab and go to National Geographic’s Explorers A – Z at 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/explorers/explorers-a-z/ 

(Tip: To open a new browser tab, click on the small blank tab next to the one you are currently viewing… 

You can toggle between the two windows by just clicking these tabs) 

  
 

Step 4 

Select an explorer to put on the map. (Your teacher may give you specific instructions for selecting an 

explorer.) Click on that explorer’s name to open a web page describing his or her work.  

 Read the information about your explorer. (When you put the explorer on the map, you will need to write 

a brief statement describing his or her work, so you should be thinking about that as you read) 

 Based on the online information about your explorer, identify an appropriate location where you’ll put 

them on the map.  

(NOTE: If the explorer works in more than one location, just pick one of them to place the map symbol.) 

 

Step 5 

Now it’s time to put your explorer on the map! Return to the map by clicking the map tab at the top of your 

browser. 

 
 

Step 6 

Find the location in the world where you want to place the globe symbol for your explorer. If you’re not sure 

where the place is, you can type it into the search box above the map. 

 
For example, if you want to find Mongolia, type that into the search box. Now click the search icon (or press 

Enter) and the map will zoom to the place you specified. 

http://www.nationalgeographic.com/explorers/explorers-a-z/


 
 

You can now close the location box by clicking the X in its upper right corner. 

 

Step 7 

To add your explorer to the map, click the Edit button above the map. The window on the left will now say 

Add Features.  Click on the globe icon to make it gray as shown below. 

 
 

Now bring your cursor over the map. You’ll notice the words, “click to add a point” next to it. When you click 

on the map, a globe will appear along with an Explorers data box  –  like the one below -  for you to fill in.  

(NOTE: If you accidentally click in the wrong place, just click DELETE, and try again) 

 
 Fill in the first three boxes of the data box with the explorer’s name, his or her specialty, and the name of 

the place where they do their work (where you have placed the globe symbol).  

 Fill in the DESCRIPTION box with a very brief description of your explorer’s work. You only have 100 

characters available in this box, so your description does not need to be a complete sentence (it’s like a 

Tweet or a text message). 

 To fill in the LINK box you will need to return to the browser tab that has your explorer’s information. On 

that page (just click the tab again), COPY the url.  

Tip: to COPY the url, first highlight it, then press Ctrl and C at the same time. 



 
 

Now return to the map and complete the data box by pasting the url that you copied into the box next to LINK. 

Tip: to PASTE the url, first click in the box where you want it to go, then press Ctrl and V at the same 

time 

 Once you have completed the data box, click on CLOSE and the word “Details” at the top of the map. 

Clicking on Details ends the editing session and saves your information. 

 

 

Step 8 

Click on the globe you just added to the map to see if it contains the correct information. If you see anything 

that needs to be corrected or changed, just click Edit at the bottom of the pop-up window. Once you have 

finished editing it, click CLOSE and Details again. 

 

Explore the Map 

You have just added an explorer to this map, but students in other places are adding explorers too. You will 

need to refresh the map to see other explorer symbols which have been added. To refresh the map just paste 

this url into your browser again: http://bit.ly/19KRZ7y 

  

Here are some ways to explore the map. 

 Change the basemap by clicking   at the top of your screen. Check out several basemaps 

to see the difference 

 Zoom-in to a particular part of the world, such as Africa, your own state, or your community. See how 

the basemap changes as you zoom in. 

Tip: there are several ways to zoom in:  

Roll your mouse wheel forward, use the sliding scale bar on the left of the screen, hold down Shift and 

drag a box around the place you want to zoom to 

 Hold down the left cursor button and drag the map to move it 

 Find a new place by typing its name into the search box above the map 

 

 

Here are some questions to think about as you explore the map. 

 How evenly distributed are the explorers around the world? (Are there some areas with more or fewer 

explorers than the rest of the world?) Why do you suppose this is the case? 

 Is there a difference in the type of exploration going on in different countries or regions of the world? 

 Identify one or more Specialty that you did not know about before this activity. 

 Identify a Specialty that you didn’t associate with exploration before this activity. 

 Which explorer Specialty would you like to learn more about? Why? 

http://bit.ly/19KRZ7y

