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Making a quick Story Map 

 

1. Download the MotionX app (or some other motion tracking app) on your smartphone. 

2. Go into your Smartphone settings and turn ON location services for your camera. 

3. Open MotionX and start recording your track. 

4. With Motionx running, switch to your camera, take a picture of your starting point and start 

walking. 

5. Along the way, take pictures of interesting sites. 

6. When you get back, Save your track. 

7. Share your track and choose to email it to yourself. 

8. In your email, download the attached gpx file onto your computer. 

9. From the camera roll on your smartphone, email the photos to yourself. 

10. Turn OFF location services on your camera (just a safe habit). 

11. Download the photos from your email and put them in a folder where you can find them. 

12. Upload your photos to Flickr, Picasa, another photo site, or your own public online account. 

13. Important Note: If you want your pictures to automatically load to the correct place on your 

map, you will have to adjust your Privacy settings in your photo storing website before you 

upload your photos.  

a. In Flickr: Mouse-over your Profile Image and choose Settings. 

b. Click the Privacy & Permissions tab. 

c. Under Global Settings, find the Hide EXIF data option and set it to No. 

d. Under Defaults for New Imports, find Import EXIF location data and set it to Yes. 

e. After you have done this, upload your photos. 

f. I recommend creating a New Set for the map story pictures you upload. 

14. Log into your Personal Public account or an organizational account at www.arcgis.com. 

15. Go to My Content. 

16. Click Create map to create a new map – zoom into the part of the map where your story takes 

place. 

17. Click Add to add a layer to your map. 

18. Browse to the gpx file saved on your computer and upload it. 

19. Your track should appear on your map. Save the map. 

20. Click Share, choose to make your map Public, and then click on Make a Web Application. 

21. Go to the 2nd page and choose the Map Tour template. 

22. Click to Publish your map. 

23. Choose the link in the last paragraph that says go to the item now. 

24. Click the CONFIGURE APP link on the far right. 

25. Click on the icon for the photo storage service that houses your images. 

26. Enter your Photo Sharing user name and click Look Up. 

27. Choose Select a Photo Set or Select a Tag and a list of your sets or pictures should show up. 

28. If you want the pictures to be located automatically on your map, make sure Use pictures 

location is checked. 

29. Click Import the selected set. 

http://www.arcgis.com/
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30. If you chose to have your images automatically located on the map, they will appear on the map 

now. You can jump to step 34. 

31. If you chose to place them manually, you will see a list of your pictures. 

32. Click on each picture, one at a time, and then click the spot on the map where you want it to be 

located. 

33. Carefully rearrange each picture so that it is accurately located. 

34. Click Import. 

35. You will be taken to the finished Photo Story. 

36. You will see text that can be edited. This allows you to change the title and subtitle, and to write 

a “story” under each image. 

37. You can navigate through your map by clicking the arrows next to each large image, by clicking 

on appropriate thumbnails, or by clicking on map locations. 

38. When satisfied, click the Save button at the top of the page. 

39. Your map is now save in My Content at www.arcgis.com. 

40. To make your map Public, click on the checkbox next to it in My Content and choose Share. 

41. Copy the URL for your map so you can share the link with others. 

 

Here is the map I made with these instructions: http://tinyurl.com/lph55sj 

It’s just a short walk around my neighborhood, with no particularly exciting pictures or captions, but it 

will be fun to make a “real” story map next time. 
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